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Book Description

In 2014, Yacht Club Games released its very first game, Shovel Knight, a joyful 2D platformer that wears its NES influences on its sleeve. This unlikely pastiche of 8-bit inspirations manages to emulate the look, feel, and even the technical limitations of nostalgic titles like Mega Man, Zelda II, and Castlevania III-imbued with a contemporary sense of humor and self-awareness. But how is a fundamentally retro game created in the modern era? And what do the games of the past have to teach today's game designers? Based on extensive original interviews with the entire Yacht Club Games team, writer David L. Craddock unearths the story of five game developers who worked so well together while at WayForward Games that they decided to start their own studio. From the high highs of Shovel Knight's groundbreaking Kickstarter to the low lows of its unexpectedly lengthy development, Boss Fight presents a new master class in how a great game gets made. Get ready to steel your shovel and dig into this fascinating oral history. For Shovelry!
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Alan, the shovel-wielding jewel miner, is off on his next quest! He's joined by the shovel-loving princess, Lithisia, the shovel-weary knight, Catria, and two new shovel-curious companions. Together, these intrepid adventurers seek the second Orb in the Ancient Castle of Riften. But the path is riddled with danger and death. Do these shovelthusiasts have what it takes to survive?
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It's smooth sailing as Alan and crew cross the ocean in search of the next orb. No challenge can withstand the might of the strongest miner in the world and his invincible shovel. Even the devoted anti-shovel lady knight Catria is beginning to lose hope of ever saving the world from shovel contamination. But in order to beat this monster, she may have to become one herself!
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The strongest miner in the world, Alan can reduce mountains to rubble with a swing of his trusty shovel--a legendary tool that grants him immortal life and can blast through the strongest of foes. When this legendary miner teams up with a runaway princess to track down cursed jewels and save her kingdom from an invading demon force, evil doesn't stand a chance. A hilarious fantasy tale for fans of RPGs, with adventure... in spades!
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"Shovel bums" endure weeks of flea-bitten motel beds, greasy roadhouse food, tempermental field vehicles, and long stretches of boredom to practice that most romantic of intellectual endeavors-archaeology. Ignored by the profession, working for low wages and little respect, they represent the vast majority of practicing archaeologists in North America. But, unlike unwed welfare mothers and highway underpass junkies, their plight is unknown and unheralded. No longer. The comix Shovel Bum, developed by de Boer and others in those late night beer sessions at the Motel 6, has now become a book, outlining the trials and tribulations of these unsung heroes of archaeology. Which SUV works best in the mud? How do you survey in a field of unexploded military ordnance? Which motel has the biggest breakfast? How do you construct your own trowel pouch? For an entertaining look at archaeology as it is really practiced in the United States, pick up a copy of Shovel Bum.
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They say a hero armed with a legendary shovel has saved the elven race, conquered the king of the undead, and vanquished the desert dragon--they're right. He's Alan, strongest miner in the world, and, at this rate, his search for the cursed jewels to save the kingdom will be over in a flash. Princess Lithisia is shoveljoyed! And yet...how can she hope to become the ultimate princess to match the ultimate miner? The adventure continues in this uproarious romp through swords, sorcery, and shovels!
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