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A collection of 21 short stories, originally written between 1929 and 1948: The Lost Limerick; The Missing Link; Odds and Ends; The Glasgow Smasher; The Crafty Jerko-Slovaks; Pardon the French; One Good Tern; The Ladies of Catsmeat Yard; The Rolling Stone; The Pearl of Panama; The Toad Men of Tumbaroo; Mutiny on the Inchcliffe Castle; The Yogi of West 9th Street; The Hunting of the Haggis; The Smugglers of San Diego; Where Early Fa's the Dew; The Glasgow Phantom; The Homestretch; Crocodile Tears; The Artful Mr. Glencannon.
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The tractor salesman, Alexander Botts, is the personification of the American dream: He is his own boss. Although he is 'employed' by the Earthworm Tractor Company (i.e. Caterpiller, where William Hazlett Upson, Bott's creator worked for five years) it takes only one or two of the letters in Botts' immortal prose to make clear just who is in command ...
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The 1941 edition includes the story "Afternoon off," by Glen Allan of Summerville, South Carolina.
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